2016 KNCU-KIA International Workcamp

(18-30 July 2016, Muan, Republic of Korea)
General Information
Background

The Korean National Commission for UNESCO (KNCU) was established in 1954, following the Republic of Korea’s admission to UNESCO in 1950. Since its establishment, KNCU has recognized youth as a driving force for social change and has promoted youth participation in society at both the national and international levels, in line with UNESCO’s strategy of action with and for youth. 

KNCU’s first international workcamp held in 1966, with 49 participants from 7 countries, was one of KNCU’s major youth programmes designed to achieve this goal. Since then, the international workcamp has been an annual event. More than 5,000 youths from around the world have taken part in the camps, working towards the restoration of communities and international solidarity for peace. 
Through this programme, KNCU aims to provide young people with an opportunity to implement activities that foster global citizenship, as well as promote peace, human rights, cultural diversity and sustainable development. 
Date and Venue
Dates: 18-30 July 2016

Venue: Muan-gun (county), Jeolla-nam do (province), Republic of Korea

· Please note that all participants will first gather at UNESCO’s House, KNCU’s office in Seoul, and then travel to the workcamp site together. 

Participants
Number of Participants

International Volunteers: 12 persons
Korean (local) Volunteers: 7 persons 

Applicant Qualifications
· Aged between 19 – 30 years old

· Interested in and strongly motivated to participate in volunteering activities for the preservation of the marine environment and sustainable development of the local community
· Of suitable character to organize activities with children and youth
· Able to take an active part in manual work for the local community, such as helping with agricultural work and cleaning up the seashore

· Has a flexible and willing approach to new cultures and living together with other volunteers from different countries in simple conditions. (Volunteers share rooms in a local resident’s house and have to take turns in cooking for themselves.)

· Able to be present and take part for the entire period of the workcamp

· Able to communicate in English, as the working language of the camp is English.

The Workcamp
About the Area: Muan-gun is a region in the southwest of the Korean Peninsula. Muan Tidal Flat was the first place to be listed as a national wetland protection area in Korea, in 2001, and in 2008 was also registered on the site list of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands.

The tidal flats on the southwest coast of Korea are unique macro-tidal flats where typical embayed tidal flats turn into open-coast tidal flats during monsoons. During winter, strong waves create sand flats, while in summer the mud flats expand as tidal currents overpower the waves. These tidal flats also serve as a stopover for migratory birds flying to Siberia on the East Asia Flyway. Annually, about 1 million birds of 300 species stop by this site. In addition, a variety of life forms of up to 150 other species are found here. 

The tidal flats are vital to the livelihoods of the local community, which uses them for the production of sea-salt as well as to gather shellfish, and catch crabs and fish. Recently, Muan’s tidal flats have been slowly threatened by the construction of infrastructure for tourism and industrial development. The local community has responded by exploring ways to harmonize the protection of the tidal flats with local development, with assistance from specialized NGOs and local government.

Type of Work: Volunteers will work on preserving the tidal flats, for instance by cleaning up the seashore, monitoring the state of conservation of the tidal flats and discussing other countries’ policies on the preservation of seas or in-land waters. Volunteers will also work for the local community, for instance by helping with farm work and making promotional materials to raise people’s awareness of the importance of the tidal flats. Volunteers will also organize a junior camp for local children and will make a presentation on culture and nature in their own countries. 

Volunteers are required to do manual work and organize educational programmes for local children. Each volunteer is also required to bring materials, such as traditional costumes, to introduce their own country. 
Culture programme: Volunteers will experience the traditional fishing culture of the local community. They will also visit cultural sites near to the area and experience traditional Korean tea culture. Volunteers will also visit the nearby car factory of KIA Motors.

Accommodation and food: Participants will be living in a nearby residential house. It is equipped with two rooms, together with a kitchen and a bathroom. However, please be aware that the accommodation will meet the very minimum standards (no air-conditioner, for example) and you should be able to cope with the hot weather as the temperature rises significantly during the summer season in the coastal area. Participants will need to take turns in cooking for the group, showcasing their own culture’s food. On the arrival day for the workcamp, volunteers will gather at KNCU’s office at UNESCO House, located in Seoul, and will travel to the workcamp site all together. 

APPLICATION PROCEDURES
Young participants who meet the criteria listed above in the section on “Applicant Qualifications” and who wish to participate actively in the workcamp are each invited to send their application to workcamp@unesco.or.kr together with a recommendation letter from their local National commission for UNESCO. The deadline for applications is Friday 27 May 2016. 
SELECTION PROCEDURES
The selection committee for the workcamp will select 12 international volunteers from among the applications received. The successful candidates, and their local National Commissions, will be informed by Friday 3 June 2016. 

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS
Each participant will be reimbursed for the cost of an economy class round-trip flight ticket from the participants’ nearest international airport to the Republic of Korea, with the financial support of KIA Motors. 
All selected participants are required to arrange their own flight tickets. KNCU will then reimburse the airfare once the participants arrive at KNCU’s office in Seoul immediately prior to the workcamp. KNCU will also provide food and accommodation during the workcamp as described above, and local transportation from KNCU’s office in Seoul to the workcamp site at the start of the workcamp.

PICTURES FROM PREVIOUS WORKCAMPs
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